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federal idea, may be permitted. Between the two wars Lord
Davies founded the New Commonwealth, a propagandist
society the object of which was the creation of an inter-
national air force to be the arm of the League of Nations.
This appealed to me, as in 1919 before my demobilisation
and while the peace treaties and the Covenant of the League
of Nations were still under discussion at Versailles I had,
under the anonymous cloak of 'A Military Pilot* contri-
buted to Mr. Leonard Woolf s monthly The International
Review' an article urging that all national air forces should
be forbidden by the League and that it should have the
only combatant air arm, a truly international force charged
with the high mission of keeping the world's peace.
Though an advocate of federation in the British Common-
wealth, I had got no further than armed League of Nations
in my thinking till the summer of 1938, when I spent some
months of leave from India in France and England. It
has long been clear to me that Britain's policy of appeasing
Hitler and Mussolini encouraged those aggressors, and
would produce a war by bringing their aggression to a
-point at which the British people would veto all attempts
at further appeasement. In the columns of the Statesman,
of which I was the editor, I had felt it. my duty to criticise
Mr. Chamberlain's policy of 'patting the tiger*. During my
leave the Munich crisis arose, and I was present as an
onlooker at all the crisis debates in the House of Commons.
In the debate after his meeting with Hitler at Godesberg
I saw the message handed to the Prime Minister while he
was speaking, whereupon he joyfully announced that the
Fuhrer proposed another meeting and that he would.be
going to Munich. I saw the crowds that greeted him when
he returned announcing that he-had brought back 'Peace*;
and I was present at the final debate.
No public event before or since has ever made me so
acutely miserable and ashamed. The unrestrained rejoic-
ings and Saturday night celebrations of 'peace1 that followed
completed my unhappiness. For days I roamed the London
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